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Recent engagements with Giorgio Agamben, Alain Badiou, Gilles Deleuze, Jacques Derrida, Michel Foucault, Jacques Lacan and Jean-Luc Nancy have drawn attention to the prevalence and the importance of a new idea of politics emerging in their work. In varied ways these thinkers all attempt to delineate a radically different kind of politics. Their urge to move beyond a simple call to reduce domination or redress injustices in the current order stems not from an attitude of avoidance of pressing political issues but from a courageous commitment to thinking alternative political imaginaries. 

What these thinkers have in common, it seems, is an effort to think politics in a way that moves beyond the relationship between self and other, the logic of identity and difference as the main point of departure. Politics in terms of self and other is the prevailing conception in the current order, where the logic of alterity maintains the ever-present possibility of existential conflict. However, what Agamben’s notion of a community of whatever beings, Badiou’s generic extension of humanity, Deleuze’s plane of immanence, Foucault’s idea of concrete freedom and aesthetic of self-fashioning, Lacan’s sinthomal logic of naming and Nancy’s politics of the singular-plural all seem to have in common is a move towards a conception of politics no longer based on the self-other relation. 

In this sense, these attempts to rethink our understanding of politics can specifically be linked to alternative notions of the subject – the singular, immanence, whatever being, concrete freedom. The conference will address in more detail what the exact implications of these alternative notions of the subject are for thinking about politics, both by exploring connections between philosophical concepts and by examining their relation to various social and political practices. 
PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME

Monday, 20 April 2009

13.00-14.30
Registration and coffee

14.30 – 16.30 Panel 1
Michael J Shapiro, Hawai’i ‘Anti-sovereign lives’

Martin Coward, Sussex ‘Between-us in the city: materiality and the singular political ecologies of contemporary urban subjectivity’
17.00 – 19.00 Panel 2
Louise Amoore, Durham 'Novel politics: the subject in literature after 9/11’

Aletta Norval, Essex (ttbc)

Tuesday, 21 April 2009

10.00 – 12.00 Panel 3
Michael Dillon, Lancaster ‘Overcoming the Nihilism of Modern Politics’

Kimberly Hutchings, LSE ‘Deleuze and Agamben on Time and Politics'

14.00 – 16.00 Panel 4
Sergei Prozorov, Helsinki ‘Giorgio Agamben’s post-historical subject: an inoperative politics’

Caroline Williams, Queen Mary ‘Generalising the impersonal, or, thinking subjectivity without the subject’
16.30 – 18.30 Panel 5
Veronique Voruz, Leicester ‘From psychoanalytic ethics to a politics of psychoanalysis’




TBC
19.30 Dinner 

Wednesday, 22 April 2009

09.00 – 11.00 Panel 6
Claudia Aradau, Open University and Rens van Munster, Southern Denmark ‘Terror and the subject of catastrophe'

Saul Newman, Goldsmiths ‘The Post-anarchist subject’

11.30 – 13.30 Roundtable
Closing discussion
REGISTRATION

Places are limited, so early registration is recommended. The registration fee is £45 (full rate) £30 (students), to include coffee/teas, lunch and conference dinner.  Details on how to register and pay by electronic transfer are available on our blog [http://anotherpolitics.blogspot.com/]; overseas delegates can pay on arrival, but others are asked to pay in advance.  We would like to thank the Department of International Politics, Aberystwyth, Post-structuralist Politics Working Group, the Critical and Cultural Research Group and APIG for their support of the conference. The conference is organized by Jenny Edkins, Tom Lundborg, Simona Rentea and Andreja Zevnik.  For all queries email: anotherpolitics09@gmail.com.
